An Anſwer to a Paper addreſſed to the Houſe of Lords, againſt 
the Bill for Importing Saltpetre. 


&:] E moſt vigorous Solicitor againſt this Bill at preſent, by whom, or for 
v hoſe Service the Paper abovementioned was Writen, has had the Honour 
for a good while to bz at the Head of the Faſt India Company ; during 
whoſe Management, the Company have made War upon, the Moge/l, 
paid great Sums of Money Yearly (in the late Reigns) for Court Indul- 

gences, under favour of which they have ventured to Murder their Fellow Subjects 

abroad, and given infinite Trouble and Vexation to other Merchants who bad the ſame 

Right of Trading to the [ndies as th: Company, the greateſt part of the Goods Im- 

ported have been ingroſled by the Author and other Grandees of that Company, and 

bought by way of Private Contra@ aad Orders ſent with reſpect to the Private Advan- 
tage of a few leading Men, and to the prejudice of the Trade it (elf, by which 
means there is little left of the Exſt-India | rade; but Eaſt-India Stocks, the Company 
find themſelves under aneceſſity of laying out their Money at Home, as of late One 

Hundred Thouſand Pound for Secret Service, and the Nation forced to have recourſe 

to the Dutch for Pepper, Callicocs, Saltpetre, &c. which if 11.c Company had not Fe- 

trayed their Truſt, they and the reft of Europe m4 have bought of the Engliſh, 

The Evil Condutt of the Company having occaſioned a general Scarcity of Saltpetre, 
ro the great Prejudice and Danger of the Nation, and made it necellary that it ſhould 
be Imported from ZZolland ; the Houle of Commons have paſlzd a Bill tor that purpoſe, 
notwithſtanding all the Oppoſition the Company could give it there ; they now have 
the modeſty to pretend to the favonr of being, i! it muſt be Imported, the Sole 
Importers, and ia Oppoſitioa to the Bill, offer to contrat with the King to [mport 
upon better Terms than the Bill provides, 

To this offer no regard ought to be had for theſe Reaſons. 

1/2. It is not made bor2 fide, the Company knows ſuch a Contra& cannot be made 
goud but by At of Parliament, for which there's not time enough, the Seſſions draw- 
ng towards an end ; but if the Bill already paſſed the Commons, ſhould miſcarry in 
the Houſe of Lords, they have gained their Point, and will not be bound by their Offer. 

2aly. They know there is nothing tobe gotten by fuch a Bargain as they offer, and 
therefore are not in carnefſt, 

3dly, A Contra might be aseafily evaded, and by the ſame means as a Law, it is 
nothing but Law that makes a Contra binding. 

4lz. If this be a Favour which the Company deſire, they are not worthy of it, be- 
caule it is their fault, that the Commodity is wanted, they have not Imported above 
400 Tunin three Years paſt, and that has been fold unfairly by private ContraQ, the Au- 
thor of the abovementioned Paper has Engrofſed a great part of what is now in England 
by that means, and ſo is concerned to oppole the Bill; though he cover himſelf with the 
Name of that Company. 

5ly. The Company have made unconſcionable advantage of the Publick Wants, ſelling 
the King at exceſſive Rates fince the War. 

6ly. The Author takes no care of Poor Tradeſmen, Merchants, and Privateers, who 
are ready to make out the Truth of what is contained in their Petition to the Commons. 

715. They have abuſed the Honourable Houſe of Lords by procuring a falſe Oath to 
be made at the Bar of that Houſe, relating to the Berkly-Calte, tor which there was 
no Ground but to ſervea preſent turn, thinking the matter ſhould be determined before 
the Falihood of the faid Oath could be known. 


There is nothing elſe in the abovementioned Paper worthy an anſwer, but ſome 
RefleQions on a certain Merchant, whoſe Bill (the Author ſays) this is. The 
Paper obſerves that this Merchant has been Governour and Afliſtant, and ta- 
ken the Oaths to the Eaft- /ndia Company, which (being meant as a RefleQtion, 
implies) that a Manis not likely: to be the better or honeſter for being a Mem- 
ber of that Company, and there may be much Truth in it ; but to ſay the Bill 
1s his, and only his, refle&s upon the Houſe of Commons, the Author does not 
find it fo caſte to paſs his Bill, it is ſtill out of his reach, and he like a Man who 


__ the Strapado almoſt within touch of the Ground, fares the worſe for being 
O near It. 


